
HOW  TO  BUILD 
YOUR  WEBSITE  USING 
GITHUB  PAGES
STATISTICS GIDP PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT SERIES 

ENR2 S395 OCTOBER 8TH, 2018 

© Samir Rachid Zaim | Statistics GIDP | University of Arizona



WHY GITHUB PAGES?

• Free, can change/edit at your own pace 

• Open-source nature à a number of easy templates to use 

• Teaches you how to manage code, version-control 

• Hosted directly from your own GitHub repository 

• Gives you greater visibility and shows technical competence 

• Learn HTML, git, command-line functionality  
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6 EASY STEPS TO CREATE  YOUR WEBSITE USING 
GITHUB PAGES

Steps Required (see https://pages.github.com/) 

1. Create a GitHub account: https://github.com/

2. Learn basic git command-line functionality (https://docs.gitlab.com/ee/gitlab-basics/start-
using-git.html) 

3. Use your user name to create a new repository called username.github.io

4. Clone your repository locally

5. Code up 

6. Push & Publish your Website 
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1-2.) CREATE A GITHUB ACCOUNT AND LEARN GIT

• Create your account https://github.com/

• Learn how to manage code and repositories: https://guides.github.com/activities/hello-
world/

• What is a master branch? What is a dev branch? How do you switch between? 

• How do you clone and check-out repositories? Commit & push changes? 

• What commands 

• https://docs.gitlab.com/ee/gitlab-basics/start-using-git.html

• Basic commands you’ll need: git clone, push, commit 
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3.) CREATE  YOUR USERNAME.GITHUB.IO REPO
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• Create your new repository with your username

• Confirm your repository 



4.) CLONE YOUR REPOSITORY LOCALLY

• Go to your repository 

• Click on “clone or 
download” to copy the 
URL 

• Open your 
terminal/command-line 
and type: git clone URL
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5.) CODE 

• First quick check  à print ‘hello world’ string onto your website
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5.) CODE: ORGANIZING YOUR .HTML FILES
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MAIN: Index.html

Subpage1: 
subpage1.html

Subpage:2 
subpage2.html

Subpage: 
subpage1.html

Dependencies
(e.g., images)

Dependencies
(e.g., images)

Dependencies
(e.g., images)



5.) CODE: TEMPLATES FOR ACADEMICS
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Sample Academic Website Template

• https://academicpages.github.io/teaching/

• http://jtleek.github.io

Sample Code Repository

• https://github.com/academicpages/academicpages.github.io

• https://github.com/jtleek/jtleek.github.io

https://academicpages.github.io/teaching/
http://jtleek.github.io/
https://github.com/academicpages/academicpages.github.io
https://github.com/jtleek/jtleek.github.io


6.) PUSH & PUBLISH 

© Samir Rachid Zaim | Statistics GIDP | University of Arizona



© Samir Rachid Zaim | Statistics GIDP | University of Arizona



QUESTIONS? 

Email: samirrachidzaim@email.Arizona.edu

Slides: samirrachidzaim.github.io/website_talk.pdf
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